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political progress/' the Calcutta correspondent of the
London Times commented on the Nehru Report as follows :
tc It has behind it the united weight of the old liberal
or moderate party and a formidable array of Knights,
Companions and ex-servants of the Crown, whom the ex-
clusion of Indians from the Statutory Commission induced
to co-operate with the Swarajists. The tone of the docu-
ment is admirable. The possibility of a political existence
outside the Empire is not considered, but it postulates the
disappearance of the Indian Empire in a single British
Empire or what is calls " a well-knit Commonwealth of
Nations/' *
The comments of the Manchester Guardian, the well-
known journal of the British Liberals, were expressed in
an editorial under the title " New Constitution for India," 2
in which the principles underlying the Report were opposed ;
and the paper suggested that the most that India can expect
at the present time is " responsible government for Pro-
vinces " and that there cannot be any responsible govern-
ment by Indians for the Central Government of India.
While the Report failed to indicate any practical solution
of the difficulties in the way of constitutional advance, it suc-
ceeded in bringing Gandhi back into the arena of politics. Not
because of the belief that he possessed the political wisdom
so necessary in a crisis, but because his followers were anxious
to exploit his capacity for the leadership of a popular move-
ment. It was hoped that through his influence a satis-
factory solution of the communal problem might be achieved.
But, notwithstanding most ingenious and persuasive argu-
ments for reconciling communal antagonism, the Nehru
Report became the source for accentuating bitter con-
troversies between the Hindus and the Moslems. The
Report broke down under the stress of communal strife,
the solution of which has ever since become the very crux
of the Indian Constitutional problem.
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